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Abstract: The U.S. Alaska Department of Fish and Game has regulatory oversight of the mariculture industry that is
partially administered through a statewide shellfish health policy. Possession and transport of bivalve molluscs require
development of indigenous pathogen histories from diagnostic examinations of wild and farmed populations. These
examinations have resulted in the detection of various infectious agents and parasites including viruses: an aquare-
ovirus and aquabirna-like virus isolated by fish cell culture, and papilloma- or polyoma- and herpes-like virus particles
within bivalve cell intranuclear inclusion bodies observed by electron microscopy. This study summarizes these re-
sults in samples examined from 1987 to 2009 and is the first description of poikilothermic viruses from Alaskan waters
isolated from or observed within the tissues of 4 species of bivalve molluscs: geoduck clam Panope abrupta, native
littleneck clam Protothaca staminea, purple-hinged rock scallop Crassadoma gigantea and Pacific oyster Crassostrea
gigas.
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